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Quotations in chronological order
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Purpose of this issue
The statements (or quotations) presented in this edition were first
compiled in the booklet "Country Living", published in 1946. In that
edition, the statements were organized by topics (or themes). In this
review, such statements (or citations) are organized chronologically by
year. This reveals that Ellen White's advice regarding God's people
going out of the cities became more and more urgent as time passed.
Another disturbing fact arises from this study. In 1885, Ellen White
referred to the United States' seizure of power to impose Sunday worship
as the sign to leave the cities. A glance at history reveals that, in fact,
this event took place in 1888. Later statements indicate that Elena White
recognized that this signal had arrived. She said, "The Protestant world
has established a day of idolatrous rest in the place where God's
Sabbath should be, and goes after the footsteps of the papacy. For this
reason I see the need for the families of God's people to move out of the
cities, to places far from the countryside, where they can cultivate the
land and harvest the produce that they themselves sow." (Letter 90,
1897) Mrs. White compared Sunday legislation as law with the siege of
Jerusalem by Roman armies. That was the signal for Christians inside
the city to flee. However, they could not flee until the armies withdrew.
When the armies later returned, it was too late to leave Jerusalem. The
national Sunday law was not completed in 1888, and God's people have
had more than a century to act under inspired counsel. Today we are
already hearing rumors of the return of the Roman armies. It's time to
act! The intent of this review is not to find flaws in the work done by the
editors of the original version of "Country Living" in compiling the
statements (or citations) in the 1946 version. It is simply that, by
organizing statements (or citations) chronologically by years, it highlights
the urgency of time and the importance of following God's plans. "Much
depends on our plans being drawn up according to the word of the Lord
and carried out with persevering energy." Christian Education, p. 299.
and Testimonies vol. 6, p.178.

ADDITIONAL NOTES Statements (or citations) end with references
showing the original location of the citation followed by the location in the
original version of "Country Living" in English. The time in which they
were written was determined by the dates that appear in the original
version of "Country Living".



1876
Multiple benefits of an active outdoor life
It would be good for you if you would put aside your worries and find
refuge in the countryside, where the influences that corrupt the morals of
youth are not so strong. It is true that in the field they will not be totally
free of difficulties or worries, but they will be able to avoid many evils and
close the door to a deluge of temptations that threaten to dominate the
minds of their children. They need to be busy in various activities. The
monotony of their homes makes them restless and unruly, and they have
fallen into the habit of joining the vicious boys of the city, thus receiving
the education of the street.... It would be very profitable for them to live in
the countryside; an active life in the open air would give them physical
and mental health. They could cultivate an orchard, where they could
find distraction and useful occupation. The cultivation of plants and
flowers helps to improve taste and judgment, while contact with the
useful and beautiful things which God has created exerts an influence
which refines and ennobles the mind, and directs it toward the Maker
and Lord of all. - 1876 {CL p.16}

1882
The dangers of cities
Few understand the importance of shunning, as far as possible, all
companies that do not favor religious life. In choosing their environment,
few give first consideration to spiritual prosperity. Parents go with their
families to the cities, because they imagine that it is easier to make a
living there than in the countryside. Children, not having what to do when
they are not in school, are educated in the street. From bad companies
they acquire habits of vice and dissipation. Parents see all this, but
correcting their error would require a sacrifice and they remain where
they are, until Satan obtains full mastery of the law.

their children. It is better to sacrifice any worldly considerations, or even
all of them, than to endanger the precious souls entrusted to your care.
They will be assaulted by temptations, and must be taught to face them;
but it is your duty to suppress all influence, to break every habit, to cut
every bond that prevents you from making the freest, most open and
cordial surrender of yourselves and your families to God. Instead of the
crowded city, look for some secluded place where your children are, as
far as you can, protected from temptation, and there educate them to be
useful. The prophet Ezekiel enumerates the causes that led to sin and
the destruction of Sodom: `Soberbia, satiety of bread, and abundance of
idleness had she and her daughters; and did not strengthen the hand of
the afflicted and needy. Ezekiel 16:49 - All who would escape the lot of



Sodom must shun the conduct that brought the judgments of God upon
that perverse city --Testimonies for the Church vol. 5, p. 232, 233 - 1882
{CL p.5}.

1885
The signal for escape
Now is not the time for God's people to fix their affections or to lay up for
themselves treasures in the world. The time is not far off when, like the
first disciples, we will be forced to seek refuge in desolate and lonely
places. Just as the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman armies was the
sign for the Christians to flee from Judea, so the seizure of power by our
nation [the United States], with the decree imposing the papal day of
rest, will be for us a warning. Then it will be time to leave the big cities,
and prepare to leave the smaller ones in search of homes withdrawn in
remote places between the mountains. And now, instead of looking for
expensive dwellings here, we must prepare to move to a better, heavenly
homeland. Instead of spending our resources on self-indulgence, we
should seek the economy-Testimonies for the Church vol. 5, p.464, 465
(1885).

1892
What angels must feel
I think of what angels must feel as they see the end approaching, and
that those who claim to know God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent,
gather into communities, attend meetings, and feel discouraged and
dissatisfied when they are not preached enough to benefit their souls
and strengthen the church; while in reality they are doing absolutely
nothing. -- Letter 16e, 1892

1893
Advice and warning to those who intend to leave the cities
My brother, your letter tells me that in Battle Creek there are many who
are determined to leave that place. There is a great need for such a thing
now. Those who have finally decided to leave, do not do so in a hasty
way in response to a movement of agitation, in an imprudent way, or in
such a way that later they have to deeply regret having left... No reckless
moves motivated by the advice to leave Battle Creek should be made.
Do nothing without seeking the wisdom of God, who has promised to
give it liberally to all who ask for it, without reprimanding anyone. All that
can be done is to counsel and inform, and then leave to those who are
convinced of their duty to act under God's direction and entirely willing to
know God and to obey Him. I am concerned when I consider that there
may even be some of our teachers who need the balance provided by
sound judgment. The messengers who bring the message of mercy to



our world, who have the trust of the people, will be sought as counselors.
Those men who do not have a practical life experience should act with
great care because

they run the risk of giving advice without knowing what their advice may
lead others to do.

The gift of advising
Some men have a clear understanding of problems and are able to give
advice. This is a gift from God. At times when God's cause needs
certain, solemn, and solid words, they can speak in such a way that
perplexed and dark minds will come to grasp like a sudden ray of light
the behavior they must follow [and this will be the answer to the
questions] that have kept them perplexed and baffled for weeks and
months as they studied the problem. There is an enlightenment, an
illumination of the way that is before them, because the Lord has let his
light shine, and they see that their oraces are answered and that their
way is illuminated. But reckless advice may be given, saying only that
they should leave Battle Creek, even though there is nothing clearly
defined regarding the spiritual advantage they could gain for themselves
or others by making the change.

Carefully consider all movement
Let all take the necessary time for careful consideration, that they may
not be like the man in the parable who began to build and then was
unable to finish. No movement should be made without carefully
considering that movement and its results; everything should be taken
into account... Each man was given his work according to his diverse
abilities. Therefore he should not act with hesitation but with firmness,
and yet humbly trusting in God. There may be people who rush to do one
thing, and who engage in business about which they know nothing. God
doesn't require this to be done. Think sincerely and prayerfully, and study
the Bible carefully and prayerfully, having your mind and heart awake to
hear the voice of God.... Understanding God's will is a great thing...

Well-defined plans are needed
I turn to Battle Creek Church to act according to God-given counsel. It is
necessary for many to leave Battle Creek, and yet it is also necessary for
you to have definite plans about what you will do when you leave Battle
Creek, and it is also necessary for you to have definite plans about what
you will do when you leave Battle Creek.

Battle Creek. Don't go out in a hurry without knowing what you're doing...
May there be generals, wise and considerate men, well-balanced men,



who are sure advisers, who understand human nature, and who know
how to lead and counsel in the fear of God.

The dangers of the new experience
I have seen that there are dangers that threaten every new experience of
the church, because some hear things in a very obsessed spirit. While
some teachers may be energetic and efficient in teaching according to
biblical doctrines, it may be that not all are men endowed with a
knowledge of practical life, because of which they cannot safely and
safely counsel perplexed minds. They do not discern the difficult situation
that will necessarily afflict every family that has to make a change.
Therefore, all be very careful in what you say; if you do not know the
opinion of God in some matters, never talk about what you suppose or
guess. If you know nothing definite, say so, and let the person trust God
fully. Pray much, and even with fasting, that no one may act in darkness,
but advance in the light as God is in light....

Let everything be done in order
Let nothing be done in a disorderly manner, lest there should be great
losses, lest property should be sacrificed because of fiery and impulsive
speeches which arouse an enthusiasm which is not in accordance with
the will of God; lest a victory which is essential to be obtained should be
turned into defeat for lack of adequate moderation, of adequate projects,
of solid principles, and of definite purposes; and lest a victory which is
essential to be obtained should be turned into defeat for lack of adequate
moderation, of adequate projects, of solid principles, and of definite
purposes. In this matter there must be a wise direction, and all must act
under the direction of a wise and invisible Counselor, who is God. There
will be instruments that are human, that will fight for dominion, and a
work will be carried out that will not bear the rubric of God. Now I want to
pray that each person will not turn too intensely and trustingly toward
human counselors, but will fervently seek God, the One who is wise in
counsel. Submit all your ways and your will to the ways of God and to the
will of
God.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The results of hasty action
If some act hastily and leave Battle Creek, and then become
discouraged, they will not blame themselves for having acted recklessly,
but they will blame themselves.

others saying they were forced to act that way. All their bewilderment
and defeat will be attributed to those who should not be accused... Now,
just now, is the time when the dangers of the last days pile up beside us,



and so we need wise men as counselors, not men who think that their
duty is to create agitation and disorder without being able to give timely
counsel or to organize and arrange for order to arise after every outbreak
of enthusiasm, confusion, and for rest and peace by obedience to the
Word of God. Let each man take his rightful place to do some work for
the Master, according to his diverse abilities... How will this be done?
Jesus, who has bought you with his precious blood, and whose servants
and property you are, has said, `Lift my yoke upon you, and learn from
me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; and you will find rest for your souls;
for my yoke is easy and my burden is light'. Matthew 11:29, 30. If all
come to Jesus willing to be taught, with contrite hearts, then their minds
will be able to be instructed and to learn from Jesus and to obey His
commands....

Expose all plans before God
We cannot have a weak faith now; we cannot be sure of a careless,
indolent, lazy attitude. You have to use every ounce of skill, and you
have to think sharply, serenely and deeply. The wisdom of no human
instrument is sufficient to trace plans and projects at this time. Expose
every plan before God with fasting, and humbling the soul before the
Lord Jesus, and commend your ways to the Lord. The sure promise is
that he will lead your paths. He possesses infinite resources. The Holy
One of Israel, who calls by name the hosts of heaven, and keeps the
stars in their place, takes care of you individually... I would that all might
understand the possibilities and probabilities available to those who
expect its efficacy to come from Christ and to those who affirm their trust
in Him. The life that is hidden with Christ in God always has a refuge; it
can say, 'I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me. Philippians
4:13. -- Letter 45, 1893. {CL p.25-28}

1894
Christian character develops best in remote places
Send children to schools in the city, where every facet of temptation is
ready to attract and demoralize them, and the task of building their
character will be ten times more difficult for both parents and children. --
Fundamentals of Christian Education, p.326. - 1894 {CL p.13}

A piece of land and a comfortable home
The earth must be made to yield its productivity, yet without God's
blessing it could do nothing of its own. In the beginning God looked at
everything He had done and said it was very good. As a result of sin the
earth was cursed. But is this curse to be multiplied by the increase of
sin? Ignorance is doing its disastrous work. Lazy servants are increasing
the evil because of their idle habits. Many are unwilling to earn their



bread by the sweat of their brow and refuse to cultivate the land. But the
earth hides blessings in its depths for those who have the courage, the
will and the perseverance to gather their treasures. Fathers and mothers
who own a piece of land and a comfortable home are kings and queens.
Many farmers have not obtained proportionate profits from their land
because they undertook that work as if it were a degrading occupation;
they do not see in it a blessing for themselves and their families. All they
can discern is a stigma of servitude. Their orchards are neglected, the
harvests are not stored in due time, and a superficial work is done in the
cultivation of the land" --Fundamentals of Christian Education, p.326,
327. - 1894 {CL p.18}

1895

Grow and spread; but not in one place
People are encouraged to settle in Battle Creek, and pay their tithes and
lend their influence to build a modern Jerusalem that does not respond to
God's plan. Doing so deprives other places of the benefits they should
receive. Grow and spread, yes, but not in one place. Go out and found
centers of influence where nothing or almost nothing has been done. Put
an end to this concentration; spread the saving rays of light, and
illuminate the darkened corners of the earth. --Testimonies to Ministers
and Gospel Workers, p.254, 255. - 1895 {CL p.24}

1897
Make haste to prepare
When the power with which kings are invested is an ally of the good, it is
because he who bears the responsibility is under the divine influence.
When power is allied with wickedness, it is linked with satanic
instruments, and it will work to destroy those who are the Lord's property.
The Protestant world has established a day of idolatrous rest in the place
where God's Sabbath should be, and goes after the footsteps of the
papacy. For this reason I see the need for the families of God's people to
move out of the cities, to places far from the countryside, where they can
cultivate the land and harvest the produce that they themselves sow. In
this way they will be able to raise their children with simple and healthy
habits. I see the need to hurry in order to have all things ready for the
crisis. --Letter 90, 1897 {CL p.21)

1899
Healthy food factories
Here--Advondale--should be established a school-related healthy food
industry. God has indicated to me that parents can find work



in this industry and send their kids to school. But everything must be
done with the greatest simplicity. There must be no extravagance in any
aspect. It is necessary to make a solid work, because otherwise the
results would leave much to be desired". -- (Australasian) Union
Conference Record, July 28, 1899. {CL p.20}

Lessons that Enoch and Lot teach us
As a people who keep God's commandments, we must leave the cities.
Just as Enoch did, we must work in the cities, but not live in them" --
Evangelism, p.78, 79. - 1899 {CL p.30}

1900
The earth will meet our needs
If the land is cultivated, it will provide, with God's blessing, for our needs.
We must not be discouraged about temporal things by apparent failures,
nor should we be discouraged by delay. We should work the ground
cheerfully, hopefully and gratefully, being persuaded that the earth
contains in its bosom rich provisions for the faithful worker, provisions
more precious than gold and silver. The pettiness attributed to him is a
false testimony. With proper and intelligent cultivation, the earth will give
its treasures for man's benefit. The mountains and hills are changing; the
earth is getting old like clothing; yet the blessing of God who laid a table
for His people in the wilderness will never cease. Solemn times are
before us, and there is a great need for families to go out of the cities
and into the countryside, so that the truth may be taken to the fences as
well as to the ways of the earth. Much depends on our plans being drawn
up according to the word of the Lord and carried out with persevering
energy. It depends more on consecrated activity and perseverance than
on genius and the study of books. All talents and skills given to human
agents, if not used, are of little value. A return to the simplest methods
will be appreciated by children and young people. The work in the
garden and in the field will constitute a pleasant variation in the tiring
one.

the routine of abstract lessons, to which their young intelligences should
never be limited. This variation will be especially valuable for the nervous
child who finds lessons in books exhausting and hard to remember.
There is for him health and joy in the study of nature, and the
impressions made will not disappear from his mind, for they will be
associated with objects which are constantly before his eyes. --
Testimonies for the Church vol. 6, p.178, 179 - 1900 {CL p.17, 18}

Before the scourge ensues



Before the scourge comes as a flood of waters upon the inhabitants of
the earth, the Lord exhorts all who are true Israelites to prepare
themselves for that event. This cry of alarm reaches the parents: Gather
your children into your homes; separate them from those who despise
God's commandments, who teach and practice evil. Get out of the big
cities as soon as possible. Establish church schools. Give to your
children the Word of God for the foundation of all their education-
Testimonies for the Church vol. 6, p. 195. - 1900 {CL p.12} The Lord
instructed me to warn our people not to congregate in cities to dwell in
them with their families. I was instructed to tell fathers and mothers: Take
care to keep your children within the limits of your home. {CL p.12}

An indolent attitude
I couldn't sleep after 2:00 this morning. During the night vision I saw
myself in a meeting. He begged several families to accept God's
instructions and go out of the cities to save their children. Some of them
let time pass without making a determination. The angels of mercy
hastened Lot, his wife, and their daughters by taking them by the hand. If
Lot had hastened as the Lord wished, his wife would not have become a
statue of salt. Lot suffered from a marked spirit of procrastination. Let's
not be the way he was. The same voice that warned Lot to come out of
Sodom begs us, `Go out from among them, and depart.... And don't
touch the unclean'. 2 Corinthians 6:17. Those who obey this warning will
find shelter. Let every man be wide awake and try to save his family. Let
him stick his neck out to get the job done. God will reveal point by point
what he must do next.

Hear the voice of God speaking through the apostle Paul: `Work in your
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you both to
will and to do of his good pleasure. Philippians 2:12, 13. Lot went
through the plain reluctantly and slowly. He had been associated for so
long with ungodly people, that he could not understand the danger he
was in until his wife was left on the plain turned into a statue of salt. --
The Review and Herald, December 11, 1900. {CL p.6-7}

1902
God will help his people
Parents can get small houses in the countryside, with cultivated land,
where it is possible to have gardens to grow vegetables and small fruits,
in order to replace the meat that so contaminates the vital blood that
circulates through the veins. In those places the children will not be
surrounded by the corrupting influences of the city. God will help His
people find such places outside the cities. --Medical Ministry, p. 310. -
1902 {CL p.24}



Foundation of industries for families
Believers living in cities will have to move to the countryside in order to
save their children from ruin. It will be necessary to found industries that
provide work for these families. The leaders of the college of
............................ and of .......... should study the possibilities for these
institutions to set up such industries, so that the members of our people
who wish to leave the cities can acquire modest homes without large
outlays, and so that they can also find work. Both institutions offer
favourable and encouraging prospects for the development of this plan.
They must be analyzed. Until this work has begun, it is not possible to
specify everything that needs to be done. Pray for this matter,
remembering that God directs the helm, and that he guides the
development of the various enterprises. When the work is properly
directed in a certain place, it is an objective lesson for other places.
When performing the task, one should not apply a narrow or selfish
criterion. The work must start from a simple and sensible basis. All must
learn that it is not enough to assert that they believe in the truth, but that
they must exemplify it in their daily lives. --Letter 25, 1902. {CL p. 19}

Cities Will Receive God's Judgments
The time is approaching when the great cities will be visited by the
judgments of God. Before long, those cities will be shaken with violence.
Whatever the size and solidity of the buildings, whatever precautions are
taken against fire, if the finger of God touches those houses, in a few
minutes or a few hours they will be reduced to rubble. The ungodly cities
of our world will be destroyed. Through the catastrophes that are
currently causing the ruin of large buildings and entire neighborhoods,
God shows us what will happen in all the earth. --Testimonies for the
Church, vol. 7, p. 82, 83. - 1902 {CL p.7}

You have to work from outposts
As far as possible, our institutions should be located far from cities. We
must have workers for these institutions, and if these are located in the
cities, that means that the families of our village must settle in them. But
it is not God's will for the families of His people to settle in the cities,
where there is constant disturbance and confusion. You have to avoid
this for your children, because the whole system is corrupted by haste,
haste and noise. The Lord wants the families of His people to move to
the field where they can settle in the land, grow their own fruits and
vegetables, and where their children can be in direct contact with God's
works manifested in nature. Take your families away from the cities,
that's my message. The truth must be spoken, whether men hear it or
not. Cities are full of temptations. We should plan our work in such a way



that we can keep our young people as far away from that pollution as
possible. We have to work for the cities from outposts. The messenger of
God said, `Will not the cities be warned? Yes, but not by the people of
God who live in them, but by their visits made to warn them of what will
happen in the land. --Letter 182, 1902. {CL p.29-30}

To maintain our individuality
For years I have been given special instructions that we should not
centralize our work in cities. The riots and confusion that fill those cities,
the conditions produced by labor unions and strikes, will constitute a
great hindrance to our work. The men are seeking to place under the
control of certain unions those who work in different trades. This is not
God's plan, but it is the plan of a power that we should not recognize in
any way. The Word of God is being fulfilled. The wicked are uniting in
bundles ready to be burned. We must now use all the powers entrusted
to us to give the last message of warning to the world. In this hour we
must maintain our individuality. We must not join secret societies or labor
unions. We must remain free in God, and constantly turn to Christ for
instruction. We must make all our movements with an understanding of
the importance of the work to be accomplished for God. --Testimonies for
the Church vol. 7, p.84.- 1902 {CL p.11}

Unions that have formed or will form
Those who claim to be children of God should in no case join the labor
unions that are being formed or will be formed. The Lord forbids it. Can't
those who study prophecy see what is before us?" --Letter 201, 1902.
{CL p.12}

God's judgments are imminent
There are reasons why we should not even build in cities. The judgments
of God will soon fall upon them" --Letter 158, 1902. {CL p.8}

____________________________________

We must be prudent as snakes and simple as doves in our efforts to
acquire cheap property in the countryside, and from those outposts we
must work the cities. --Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 14, p. 7

1903
Future trade union problems
The labor unions will constitute one of the agencies that will bring upon
this earth a time of anguish as there has never been since the world was
created. --Letter 200, 1903. {CL p.10}



In conflict with the workers' guilds
The work of God's people is to prepare for the events of the future, which
will soon overwhelm them with overwhelming force. Giant monopolies
will be formed in the world. Men will bond in unions that will envelop
them in the enemy's fold. A few men will come together to seize all the
means that can be obtained in certain lines of business. Workers' guilds
will be formed and those who refuse to join them will be marked men --
Letter 26, 1903. {CL p.10}

God's judgments are imminent
Oh, if God's people would understand the sentence of destruction that
hangs over thousands of cities, now given over to idolatry! --The Review
and Herald, September 10, 1903. {CL p.8}

Don't expect a miracle to undo the results of inappropriate behavior.
Every time I see these flowers, I think of Eden. They are an expression
of God's love for us. This is how he gives us in this world an anticipated
enjoyment of Eden. He wants us to delight in the beautiful things of His
creation, and to see in them an expression of what He will do for us.

He wants us to live with spaciousness. Your people must not be crowded
into cities. He wants his children to take their families out of the cities in
order to better prepare them for eternal life. In a little more time you'll
have to abandon them. These cities are full of all sorts of impiety: strikes,
murders and suicides. Satan is in them and dominates men in their
destructive work. Under their influence they kill for the pleasure of killing,
and they will do this more and more... If we place ourselves under
objectionable influences, can we expect God to perform a miracle to
undo the results of improper conduct? Certainly not. Get out of the cities
as soon as possible, and acquire a piece of land where you can have a
garden, where your children can see the flowers grow and learn from
them lessons of simplicity and purity. --The General Conference Bulletin,
March 30, 1903. {CL p. 16-17}

Preparing for the event
The labor unions and confederations of the world are a trap. Brothers, do
not participate in them, and stay away from them. Don't have anything to
do with them. Because of these unions and confederations, it will soon
be very difficult for our institutions to carry out their work in the cities. My
warning is: Get out of the cities. Do not build sanatoriums in cities.
Educate the members of our people to leave the cities and go to the
countryside, where they can obtain small portions of land and build a
home for themselves and their children... Our restaurants must be in the
cities, because otherwise the workers who work there would not be able



to reach the people and teach them the principles that govern healthy
living. And for now we have to use meeting rooms in the cities. But within
a short time there will be such strife and confusion in the cities that those
who wish to leave will not be able to do so. We must be prepared for
these events. This is the light that heaven has given me." --The General
Conference Bulletin, April 6, 1903. {CL p.10-11}

Disregard for the Decalogue
These unions are one of the signs of the last few days. The men are
being tied together in bundles ready to be burned. They may be
members of the

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor
as yourself. Luke 10:27. These words sum up the whole duty of man.
How can men obey these words, and at the same time promise to
support that which deprives their neighbor of freedom of action? And
how can men obey these words, and form combinations that deprive the
poorer classes of the advantages that rightly belong to them, and prevent
them from buying or selling, except under certain conditions? --Letter 26,
1903. {CL p.11}

When God opens the way
The time has come when, as God opens the way, families should leave
the cities. Children should be taken to the field. Parents should get as
appropriate a place as their resources allow. Even if the house is small, it
must be surrounded by land that can be cultivated. --Manuscript 50,
1903. {CL p.24}

Difficult times await us
This disaster [the Review and Herald building fire] may produce a
definite change in this matter. I hope that our brothers will pay attention
to the lesson God is trying to teach them, and that they will not rebuild
the publishing house in Battle Creek. God does not want us to settle in
the cities, because very stormy times await us. --Letter 2, 1903. {CL
p.29}

Lessons that Enoch and Lot teach us
When iniquity abounds in a nation, a voice is always to be heard to give
warning and instruction, as the voice of Lot was heard in Sodom.
However, Lot could have preserved his family from many evils if he had
not made his home in that wicked and corrupt city. Everything Lot and
his family



Sodom could have been done for her, even if they had lived in a place
some distance from the city. Enoch walked with God, and yet he did not
live in the midst of any sullied city, with all manner of violence and
wickedness, as Lot did in Sodom. --Evangelism, p. 79. - 1903 {CL 30.}

1904
Avoid partisan struggles.
Men have come together to oppose the Lord of hosts. These
confederations will continue until Christ leaves his place of intercession
before the throne of mercy, and puts on the garments of vengeance.
Satanic instruments are in every city, busy organizing into parties those
who oppose God's law. Professed and unbelieving saints take up
positions in those parties. This is not the time when God's people are to
manifest weakness. We can't afford to be unprepared even for a
moment. -- Testimonies for the Church vol. 8, p.42. - 1904 {CL p.10}

Withdrawing to the freedom of Rural Areas
The time is fast approaching when the power of labor unions will be very
oppressive. Again and again the Lord has instructed the members of His
people to take their families out of the cities and into the countryside,
where they can grow their own provisions, because in the future the
problem of buying and selling will be very serious. Now we should pay
attention to the instruction that has been given to us time after time: Go
out of the cities and into the rural districts, where the houses are not
huddled side by side, and where you will be free from the interference of
enemies. --Letter 5, 1904. {CL p.9}

The cultivation of fruits and vegetables and the raising of poultry
In this region there is a large portion of unoccupied land. Some members
of our people who live in the poisoned atmosphere of the cities would do
well in

to get a few acres of this land. To support themselves, they could grow
fruits and vegetables and raise poultry. The sanatorium would be happy
to buy you eggs and vegetables. I'd like to see such a venture set in
motion. Parents and children would receive a great blessing if they left
the perverse and polluted cities and went into the country. --Letter 63,
1904. {CL p.18}

We must not form colonies
The Lord desires that in our days His people be dispersed throughout the
whole earth. It should not be grouped into colonies. Jesus said, `Go into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. Mark 16:15. When
the disciples yielded to their desire to remain grouped in Jerusalem, God



allowed them to be persecuted, and they had to disperse throughout all
the regions of the inhabited world. For many years our people have
received messages of warning and exhortation, through which they have
been urged to go out into the great field of the Master's labor to work
selflessly on behalf of souls. --Testimonies for the Church vol. 8, p.215. -
1904 {CL p.21}

Work in dispersed communities
Many of the members of our large churches do very little or nothing
comparatively. They could do a good deed if, instead of being
overcrowded, they were scattered in places where the truth has not yet
penetrated. Trees planted too tightly do not thrive. The gardener
transplants them so that they have a place where they can grow, and do
not become atrophied and sick. The same rule would take effect in our
large churches. Many of the members are dying spiritually because not
exactly this is being done. They're getting sick and deficient.
Transplanted, they would have place to grow strong and vigorous. It is
not God's purpose for His children to form colonies or establish
themselves together in large communities. Christ's disciples are his
representatives on earth, and God wants them to be scattered
throughout the country, in towns, cities and villages, like lights in the
midst of the darkness of the world. They are to be missionaries for God,
who by their faith and works testify that the coming of the Savior is at
hand. --Testimonies for the Church vol. 8, p.244. - 1904 {CL p.21-22}

Places that offer job possibilities
The lay members of our churches can carry out a work that until now has
barely been initiated by them. No one should move to new places simply
to gain worldly advantages; but where there are opportunities to earn a
living, families well rooted in the truth, one or two families per place,
should come in to work as missionaries. You must feel love for souls,
concern to work on their behalf, and you must study how to bring them to
the truth. They can distribute our publications, hold meetings in their
homes, get to know their neighbors, and invite them to come to those
meetings. Thus shall they make their light shine by good works. --
Testimonies for the Church vol. 8, p.245. - 1904 {CL p.22}

Do not be seduced by the advantages offered by our institutions
Those who are inclined to settle near our publishing house, or the
sanatorium and school we own in Takoma Park, should ask for advice
before moving. To those who consider Mountain View to be a convenient
place to live, because the Pacific Press is established there, I say: Look
to other parts of the world that need to receive the light that has been
entrusted to you. Remember that God has given every man his work.



Choose a place where you have the opportunity to shine your light in the
midst of moral darkness. It is always the case that when an institution is
established in a certain place, many families want to go and live near it.
This was the case in Battle Creek and Oakland and, to a certain extent,
almost everywhere we have schools or sanatoriums. --Fundamentals of
Christian Education, p.494, 495. 1904 {CL p.22-23}

1905
Salvation of children versus comfort and convenience

Children should no longer be exposed to the temptations of cities that
are ripe for destruction. The Lord has warned and counseled us to go out
of the cities. That's why we shouldn't make any more investments in
them. Fathers and mothers, how do you regard the souls of your
children? are you preparing your family members to be translated to the
heavenly courts? are you preparing them to be members of the royal
family and children of the heavenly King? For what will man gain if he
gains the whole world and loses his soul?' Mark 8:36. What is the
importance of leisure, comfort, and convenience compared with the
value of the souls of your children? --Manuscript 76, 1905. {CL p.12}

Life in cities does not fulfill God's purpose
All over the world, cities become seedbeds of vice. Evil is seen and
heard everywhere. Incentives to sensuality and dissipation are found
everywhere. The tide of corruption and crime rises steadily. Every day
there are acts of violence: robberies, murders, suicides and unspeakable
crimes. Life in cities is false and artificial. The intense passion for money,
the whirlwind and the eagerness for pleasures, the fever of ostentation,
luxury and prodigality are as many forces that prevent the majority of
humanity from fulfilling the true end of life. They open the door to an
infinite number of evils and exercise an almost irresistible power over
youth. One of the most subtle and dangerous temptations assaulting
children and young people in cities is the pursuit of pleasures. Many are
the days of celebration; games and horse races drag thousands, and the
whirlwind of excitement and pleasure distracts them from the austere
duties of life. Money that should be saved for better purposes is wasted
on diversions. Due to the actions of monopolizing companies and the
results of workers' confederations and strikes, living conditions in the
cities are becoming increasingly difficult. Serious disturbances await us,
and many families will be forced to leave the city. The physical
environment of cities is often a health hazard. Constant exposure to
contagion, foul air, impure water, adulterated food, dark dwellings,
unhealthy and crowded with human beings, are some of the many evils
that are stumbled upon at every step.



It was not God's purpose that men should live in overcrowded cities,
promiscuously confined in narrow dwellings. In the beginning God placed
our first parents among the natural beauties in the midst of which He
would have us delight today. The better we harmonize with God's original
plan, the easier it will be for us to ensure the health of the body, mind
and soul. --The Ministry of Healing, p.363-365. - 1905 {CL p.5-6}

How to get the best results out of life
Expensive housing, exquisite furniture, pomp, luxury and looseness do
not provide the indispensable conditions for a happy and profitable life.
Jesus came to this earth to do the most important work ever done among
men. He came as God's ambassador to teach us how to live for the best
results of life. What were the conditions chosen by the infinite Father for
His Son? A secluded home on the hills of Galilee; a family maintained by
honest and dignified work; a simple life; the daily struggle with difficulties
and hardships; self-sacrifice, economy, and patient and joyful service;
the hours of study with his mother, with the open roll of Scripture; the
tranquillity of dawn or dusk in the green valley; the holy activities of
nature; the study of creation and providence, as well as the communion
of the soul with God: such were the conditions and opportunities that
existed in the early years of Jesus' life.

The influence of the countryside on the lives of noble men
Such was also the case for the great majority of the best and noblest
men of all ages. Read the stories of Abraham, Jacob and Joseph,
Moses, David and Elisha. Study the lives of the men who in later times
held positions of trust and responsibility, of the men whose influence was
among the most effective for the regeneration of the world. How many of
these men were brought up in humble country homes! Little did they
know about luxuries. They didn't waste their youth on amusements.
Many of them had to struggle with poverty and hardship. Very young
people still learned to work, and their active life in the open air gave vigor
and elasticity to all their faculties. Forced to depend on their own
resources, they learned to struggle with difficulties and overcome
obstacles, thus acquiring courage and perseverance. They learned to
have self-confidence and self-control. Separated largely from bad
companies, they were content with natural pleasures and good
companies. His tastes were simple, and his habits tempered. They let
themselves be guided by principles, and they grew up

pure, strong and true. When they were called to do the principal work of
their lives, they brought into play physical and mental vigor, good



courage, the ability to devise and execute plans, firmness to resist evil,
and all this made them true powers for good in the world.

Better than riches
Better than any inheritance of wealth that you can leave to your children
will be the gift of a vigorous body, a healthy mind, and a noble character.
Those who understand what constitutes the true success of life will be
wise in time. When you establish a home, you will remember the best
things in life. Instead of living where only the works of men can be seen
and where what is seen and heard often suggests evil thoughts, where
turmoil and confusion produce weariness and restlessness, go and live
where you can behold the works of God. Find peace of mind in the
beauty, stillness and solace of nature. Rest your eyes on the green
fields, the groves and the hills. Look up to the blue firmament that the
dust and smoke of the cities did not darken, and breathe the invigorating
air of the sky. Go where, far from the distractions and dissipations of city
life, you can give your fellowship to your children and teach them to know
God through their works and prepare them for a life of integrity and
usefulness. --The Ministry of Healing, p.265-267. - 1905 {CL p.14-16}

Life in the countryside is a blessing for the poor
If the poor who crowd the cities today found houses in the countryside,
they could not only earn a living, but regain health and enjoy the
happiness they now know nothing about. What a blessing it would be for
them to leave the city, with its solicitations to evil, its riots and its crimes,
its misery and its impurity, to savor the tranquillity, peace and purity of
the countryside! If many of those who live in the cities and have not a
square metre of grass to tread on, and who year after year have looked
at nothing but dirty courtyards and narrow alleys, brick walls and
pavements, and a sky clouded with dust and smoke, were taken to some
rural district, in the midst of green fields, forests, hills and streams, under
a clear sky and with fresh, pure air, they would almost seem to be in
paradise. Away from the contact of men and their dependence, and
away from the corrupting examples, customs, and bustle of the world,
they would come nearer and nearer.

to the heart of nature. God's presence would be more and more real to
them. Many would learn to depend on him. Through nature they would
hear the voice of God speak of peace and love to their heart, and their
mind, soul, and body would correspond to the restorative and life-giving
power. --The Ministry of Healing, p. 190-192. - 1905 {CL p.19}

How to avoid temptation and corruption



Some people have wondered why we should move our publishing house
from Oakland to Mountain View. God has exhorted His people to leave
the cities. The young people involved in our institutions should not be
exposed to the temptations and corruption that exist in big cities.
Mountain View seems to be an appropriate place to set up the publishing
house. -- Manuscript 148, 1905. {CL p.29}

Let's not establish centers like Jerusalem
Our people must not... to consider that ......... is a center like Jerusalem.
The fact that a certain number of brothers have been called there to work
in the work of publications should not lead others to think that it is
appropriate for a large number of Adventist families to be established
there. And all who work in the office must be willing to leave, if God calls
them somewhere else. -- Manuscript 148, 1905. {CL p.23}

Where young people can be taught most effectively
God has warned again and again that our schools, publishing houses,
and sanatoriums should be established outside the city, where young
people can be taught as effectively as possible what the truth is. Let no
one attempt to use the Testimonials to support the establishment of large
commercial interests in cities. Do not invalidate the light that has been
given on this matter. Men will come forward who will speak evil things to
counteract the actions that the Lord is inducing His servants to do. But it
is time for men and women to reason from causes to effects. It is too
late, yes, too late to set up large commercial firms in the cities; it is too
late to call on young men and women from the countryside to go to the
cities. In the cities, conditions are emerging that will make

It is very difficult for those who belong to our faith to remain in them. It
will therefore be a big mistake to invest money in commercial
establishments in the cities. -- Manuscript 76, 1905. {CL p.29}

Christian character develops best in remote places
Not one family in a hundred will benefit physically, mentally, or spiritually
from residing in the city. It is much easier to obtain faith, hope, love and
happiness in remote places, in the midst of fields, mountains and trees.
Remove your children from the scenes and sounds of the city, from the
hustle and bustle of trams and cars, and their minds will be
strengthened. You will discover that it is easier for the truth of the Word
of God to find its dwelling place in your hearts, --Manuscript 76, 1905.
{CL p.13}

1906
Sir's message



"Get out of the cities! Get out of the cities! Get out of the cities! This is
the message the Lord has given me. There will be earthquakes and
floods; and we must not settle in ungodly cities, where the enemy is
served in every sense, and God is so often forgotten. The Lord wants us
to have a clear spiritual discernment. We must be perceptive in order to
grasp the danger of establishing institutions in those perverse cities. We
must draw up wise plans to warn the cities, and at the same time live in
places where we can protect our children and ourselves from the
polluting and demoralizing influence that is so prevalent in those places.
--Life Sketches, p.409, 410. 1906 {CL p.31}

Results of ignoring warnings
I am asked to declare the message that cities full of transgression and
extremely sinful will be destroyed by earthquakes, fires and floods.

Everyone will be warned that there is a God who will make known his
authority as God. Their invisible agents will cause destruction,
devastation and death. All the accumulated riches will be like nothing...
There will be calamities, calamities of the most terrifying, the most
unexpected; and these destructions will follow one another. If attention is
paid to the warnings God has given, and if the churches repent and
return to loyalty, then other cities will be forgiven for a time. But if men
who have been deceived continue in the same way in which they have
been walking, paying no attention to the law of God and presenting
falsehoods before the people, God permits them to suffer calamities, that
their senses may be awakened.... The Lord will not suddenly cast away
transgressors or destroy entire nations; but He will punish cities and
places where men have lent themselves to be possessed by satanic
agents. The cities of the nations will be treated strictly, and yet they will
not be visited with the extreme indignation of God, because some souls
will renounce the deceptions of the enemy, and repent and convert, while
the masses will be hoarding wrath for the day of wrath. --Evangelism, p.
27. - 1906 {CL p.7-8}

The vision of great destruction
Last Friday morning, just before I woke up, I was presented with an
extremely impressive scene. I had the feeling that I was waking up from
sleep in a place that was not my home. From the windows he saw a
terrible conflagration. Great balls of fire fell upon the houses, and out of
them came lighted darts that flew in all directions. It was impossible to
put out the fires that were occurring, and many places were being
destroyed. People's terror was indescribable. --Evangelism, p. 29. - 1906
{CL p.8}



We must help to open the way
As time goes by, it will become more and more necessary for our people
to leave the cities. For years we have been instructed that our brothers
and sisters, and especially families with children, should plan to leave
cities as they can. Many will have to work hard to help open the way. But
until it is possible to leave, they should be actively engaged in missionary
work for as long as they remain in them, however limited their sphere of
influence --The Review and Herald, September 27, 1906. {CL p.24}

Remove your children from the centers of iniquity
Do not let parents be tempted by any temporary advantage that induces
them to neglect their children's education. Whenever possible, parents
have a duty to establish their home in the countryside for the good of
their children. Both children and young people need to be carefully
protected. They should be kept away from the centers of iniquity that
exist in our cities. Let them be surrounded by the influence of a true
Christian home--a home where Christ dwells. --Letter 268, 1906. {CL
p.12}

1907
The danger of staying unnecessarily in cities
In harmony with the light that was given to me, I urge people to leave the
large populated centers. The perversity of our cities is increasing, and it
is becoming more and more evident that those who remain
unnecessarily in them will be in danger of losing their souls. --Manuscript
115, 1907. {CL p.9}

Churches, but not institutions in cities
The Lord has repeatedly pointed out to us that we must work in the cities
from outposts outside them. In these cities we must have houses of
worship, like monuments of God, but the institutions destined for the
publication of the truth, for the healing of the sick and for the preparation
of the workers must be established outside the cities. It is especially
important that our youth be protected from the temptations of life in the
city. It is in harmony with this instruction that new meeting centers have
been purchased and dedicated in Washington, and in Nashville, while
the publishing houses and sanatoriums of these centers have been
established far from the congested areas of

these cities as outposts. This is the plan that has been followed in the
relocation of other publishing houses and sanatoriums to the
countryside, plan that is now being used in Britain in connection with the
London publishing house as well as the training of the school there. Now
we are given the opportunity to advance in God's providences, helping



our brothers in these and many other important centers to establish the
work on a firm foundation, so that it can be carried forward solidly. --
Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 8, p. 7, 8 (1907). {CL p.31}

Appropriate places to establish institutions
This instruction is still given: `Go out of the cities. Establish your
sanatoriums, schools and offices far from population centres'. Now there
are many who prefer to remain in the cities, but soon the time will come
when all those who wish to avoid seeing and hearing evil will move to the
countryside, for evil and corruption will increase to such an extent that
the very atmosphere of the cities will appear to be polluted. --Letter 26,
1907. {CL p.28}

1908
Difficult times await us
We should not locate ourselves where we are forced to be in contact with
those who do not honor God... A crisis over Sunday's observance will
soon arise... The Sunday party is getting stronger in its false pretensions,
and this will mean oppression for those who choose to keep the Lord's
Sabbath. We must place ourselves in a place where we can fully fulfill
the Sabbath commandment. The Lord declares: `Six days you shall
labor, and do all your work; but the seventh day is a sabbath for the Lord
your God; do not do any work in it. Exodus 20:9, 10. And we must be
careful not to place ourselves in a place where it will be difficult for us
and our children to keep the Sabbath.

If in God's providence we can get places far from the cities, the Lord
wants us to do it. Tough times await us. --Manuscript 99, 1908. {CL p.20}

The camp is a place of refuge
Parents must understand that the education of their children is an
important work in the salvation of souls. The countryside offers an
opportunity for abundant exercise in the practice of doing what must be
done and that will provide physical health through the development of
nerves and muscles. Out of the cities', is my message for the education
of our children. God gave our first parents the means to carry out a true
education when He instructed them to till the earth and to tend the
garden that was their home. After the entrance of sin, due to the
disobedience of the Lord's requirements, the work of cultivating the land
increased enormously, because the land, because of the curse,
produced thorns and thistles. But the work itself did not occur because of
sin. The great Master himself blessed the work of cultivating the land.

Like... in Noah's day.



Satan's purpose is to attract men and women to the cities, and in order to
do so he invents all sorts of novelties and amusements, and all sorts of
exciting resources. And the cities of the world are becoming today like
the cities that existed before the flood... We should be constantly
concerned as we observe the fulfillment of Christ's words: `But as in the
days of Noah, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. Matthew 24:37.
In the days preceding the flood, all sorts of diversions were invented to
lead men and women to carelessness and sin. Today, in 1908, Satan is
working intensely so that the same ungodly conditions prevail. And the
earth is corrupting. Professed Christians will have little respect for
religious freedom, because many do not discern spiritual things. We can't
help but see the end of the world approaching. Satan is at work in the
minds of men and women, and many seem to feel invaded by the desire
for fun and excitement. As in the days of Noah, evil is increasing in all its
forms. Divorce and marriage are the order of the day. At a time like this.

In the present, those who seek to keep God's commandments should
seek remote places, far from the cities.

It's not a big deprivation.
Who will be reprimanded? We say again: `Out of the cities'. Do not
consider it a great hardship to have to move to the hills and mountains,
but seek a retreat where you can be alone with God, to learn His will and
His ways.... I urge our people to make the search for spirituality the work
of their lives. Christ is at the door. This is why I say to our people: `Don't
consider it a deprivation to be called to leave the cities to go to the
countryside. There they await abundant blessings for those who wish to
apprehend them. By contemplating the scenes of nature, the works of
the Creator, and by studying the work of God's hand, you will be
imperceptibly transformed into the same image. --Manuscript 85, 1908.
{CL p.13-14}

1909
God seeks to awaken people
While I was in Loma Linda, California, on April 16, 1906, one of the most
amazing scenes happened in front of me. In a vision of the night, I was
on a height from which I saw the houses shake as the wind shakes the
reeds. Buildings, big and small, were collapsing. Recreation sites,
theatres, hotels and sumptuous palaces were moved and demolished.
Many lives were destroyed and the cries of the wounded and terrified
filled the space. The destroying angels, sent by God, were at work. A
simple touch, and buildings so solidly constructed that the men
considered them to be sheltered from all danger were reduced to a pile
of rubble. There was no security anywhere. Personally, I didn't feel in



danger, but I can't describe the terrible scenes that unfolded before my
eyes. It was as if God's patience had been exhausted and the day of
judgment had come.

Then the angel by my side told me that very few people realize the evil
that reigns in the world today, especially in the big cities. He declared
that the Lord has fixed a time when His wrath will punish transgressors
for their persistent undermining of His law. Although terrible, the scene
that passed before my eyes did not make as much of an impression on
me as the instructions I received on that occasion. The angel by my side
declared that the sovereignty of God, the sacredness of His law, must be
manifested to those who obstinately refuse to obey the King of kings.
Those who prefer to be unfaithful must be wounded by merciful
judgments, so that, if possible, they may become aware of the guilt of
their conduct. --Testimonies for the Church vol.9, p. 92, 93. - 1909 {CL
p.8-9}

Places with easy access to cities
Men of sound judgment should be appointed, not to divulge their
intentions, but to look for property in rural areas, easily accessible to
cities, suitable for setting up small educational centers for workers, and
who can also be properly equipped to care for sick and weary souls who
do not know the truth. Look for such places outside the big cities, where
you can get appropriate buildings, either as a donation from their owners,
or bought at a reasonable price with the offerings given by our people.
Buildings should not be erected in bustling cities. --Medical Ministry,
p.308, 309. - 1909 {CL p.30}

1910
The great cities are soon to be swept away, so all must be warned of the
imminence of these calamities. --Evangelism, p.29. 1910 {CL p.8}

1913
Remain in the small churches--Open new schools
Many families who, in order to educate their children, move to places
where our senior schools are established, would better serve the Master
by staying where they are. They should encourage the church of which
they are members to establish a primary school where their breast
children could receive a full and practical Christian education. It would be
immensely better for their children, for themselves and for the cause of
God if they were left in the smaller churches, where their help is needed,
rather than going to the larger churches where, because they are not
needed, they are constantly tempted to fall into spiritual inactivity.
"Wherever there are some Sabbath observers, parents should join



together to provide an appropriate place for a day school where their
children and youth can be instructed. They should employ a Christian
teacher who, as a consecrated missionary, educates the children in such
a way as to lead them to become missionaries.... --Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, p.173, 174. - 1913 {CL p.23}
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